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A CONFIDENTIAL TALK. 


ITH this issue the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
ReEcoRD presents itself to its readers in a 
new dress and with some change in its 
mechanical makeup. 

The generous support given us by our 
readers is fully appreciated by us, and 
with a view to showing our appreciation 
we have made this change so as to give 
them a very much larger amount of read- 
ing matter without any additional cost to 
them. The expense involved in making 
this change is great, but this expense we 
cheerfully bear as our past experience has 
demonstrated that any expense of time, 
thought or money that we may make in 
our efforts to improve the journal will 
meet with prompt and hearty apprecia- 
tion from the drug trade. 

The evidence of hundreds of readers all 
over the country shows that this paper 
has been of great value to them. It de- 
pends largely upon each individual reader 
whether or not he derives the greatest pos- 
sible amount of benefit from it. The way 
to do this is, in the first place, to read the 
paper. In thesecond,to utilize the informa- 
tion gained therefrom, and last, though it 
might possibly be placed first, let us know 
what you think of it, and to offer sugges- 
tions as to how we can make it more 
valuable to you. 


We wish to hear from all of you and 
will heartily welcome your suggestions, 
answer your queries, and aid you in every 
way that lies within the compass of a first 
class journal. 
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KEASBEY & MATTISON 
FALSELY ACCUSED. 


HE first duty of a political organ is 
to make capital for the party. Con- 
siderations of accuracy, honesty or truth 
in the news matter published are all of 
but little moment when compared with 
the party welfare, and everything must 
be subordinated to that end. 
Unfortunately the distortions and mis- 
statements which sometimes pass for news 
are not infrequently calculated to do great 
harm, and to do this furthermore in such 
a manner as to leave little hope of adequate 
redress for the injury received. 
A striking illustration of this is shown 
in the following paragraph,which has gone 
the rounds of the daily press: 


‘¢ PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 27.—The Keasbey 
& Mattison Company, of Ambler, near 
here, to-day posted a notice demanding 
the resignation of such of their employees 
as are Democrats or favor the Wilson 
Tariff bill. The company says it is only 
fair that its work be done by men who did 
not contribute by their voices and votes 
to the present deplorable condition of 
affairs. The superintendent has been in- 
structed to employ no more Democrats 
when it is possible to secure Republicans 
to do the work. 

‘‘The action of the company has caused 
great indignation among the Democrats 
of the vicinity. 

“The Keasbey & Mattison Company isa 
corporation with a capital of $2,000,000. 
The majority of the stock is held by Dr. 
R. V. Mattison and Henry G. Keasbey. 
Mr. Keasbey is now in Europe. The 
chief product of the company is pipe cov- 
ering. It is said its profits have been 
very large the past few years. 

‘“‘More than twenty-five men have 
already been dismissed, the most of them 
Democrats.” 


In regard to the report in question, 
Messrs. Keasbey & Mattison express 
themselves to us as follows : 


‘« No man has ever been dismissed from 
the service of our company on account of 
his politics. 

‘*Of the men laid off on account of the 
depression in business, instead of being 
‘‘mostly Democrats” more than three- 
fourths of them were Republicans, and it 


seems to us if there is any ‘‘great indig- 
nation” to be aroused in this vicinity on 
account of this matter it should be by the 
Republicans instead of the Democrats. As 
a matter of fact there is no ‘‘ indignation” 
that we know of, as the men understand 
perfectly well that they are laid off on ac- 
count of lack of orders, and that the fact 
of these orders not being received is due to 
the exploitation in Congress of the pro- 
posed ‘bill to regulate the tariff,” which 
causes many manufacturers to withhold 
orders at present for even necessary re- 
pairs, not to speak of new work for the 
further extension of their business. 

Both the New York World and the 
Philadelphia Record went into hysterics 
over the wholesale discharge of the Demo- 
crats in our employ. Had either journal 
cared toexamine into the facts they never 
would have published the ‘“‘ news,” as they 
would have found that of the men dis- 
charged but three were Democrats (two 
of whom have re-entered the company’s 
employ), all the rest voting regularly the 
Republican ticket, and that no other em- 
ployees, either Democratic or Republican, 
have since been dismissed from our 
works.”’ 


It affords us pleasure to set the Keasbey 
& Mattison Company right before the 
drug trade in this matter, and we trust that 
this step will prevent them from suffering 
unjustly in the eyes of the trade for this 
canard. Our readers should profit by 
this example and hesitate to condemn 
upon the mere report of an often irrespon- 
sible partisan press. 


+ _____ 


ONORARY membership in the British 
pharmaceutical conference has been 
conferred upon ‘‘ Joseph P. Remington, 
Ph.M., F.C.S., Professor of Theory and 
Practice of Pharmacy in the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, First Vice-Chair- 
man of the Committee of Revision and 
Publication of the Pharmacopeeia of the 
United States of America; and Herr Dr. 
Anton von Waldheim, President of the 
Gremium of Pharmacists of Vienna, 
Vice-President of the Austrian Pharma- 
ceutical Society, Chairman of the Inter- 
national Pharmacopeeia Commission of 
Vienna.” 
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HE Convention of the Interstate 
League, to be held in this city on 
February 6, should be made a success. 
Every one of our readers can and should 
do something to making it one, 
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"SHALL NOT “TEACHING 
COLLEGES ” TEACH ? 
By SEwarD W. WILLIAMS, PH.C., F.C.S, 
East Orange, N. J. 

My attention was very much arrested 
by the following quotation credited to 
Mr. W. B. Thompson, in THE DruGaist 
AND REcorD of December 28: 

**I would abolish all working laboratories for 


pharmaceutical practice now existent in colleges and 
teaching institutions.” 


If ‘teaching colleges” are not to teach 
practical pharmacy, how much greater 
are the advantages they offer than those 
afforded by systematic courses of in- 
struction sent by mail, good text books, 
and the certificate of a board of pharmacy? 
Mr. Thompson makes it clear in his article 
on page 276 that he favors the shop as 
the place where a practical knowledge 
of pharmaceutical science is to be 
attained. 

Is it necessary or desirable that a man 
be obliged to gain all his practical ex- 
perience by practicing at once on the dear 
public? This is not the case in other 
professions having to do with the life and 
health of the community—surgery and 
dentistry for example. 

As target practice makes one accurate 
and familiar with the use of fire arms, so 
laboratory experience may make one ac- 
curate and familiar with the handling of 
poisons, 

Prescriptions compounded under the 
supervision of a competent instructor who 
has nothing to call him away at the im- 
portant time may as safely be supplied 
to the hospitals of a great State university 
as medicines, put up in the drug store 
under the supervision of the oft-inter- 
rupted pharmacist, can be given to the 
public. This is granting that in the aver- 
age drug stores throughout the country 
prescriptions are never compounded by 
the unlicensed clerk when the *‘ competent 
yharmacist” is out or otherwise engaged. 
Deeds my own observation thisis granting 
a great deal. 

If the shop is to do the all-important 
work, what more is necessary than the 
board of pharmacy? The college in grant- 
ing diplomas, is presumably to believe 
what it is told and graduate students ac- 
cordingly. This fortunately works pretty 
well, because pharmacy students and 
their employers are honest. But the 
practice is unbusinesslike nevertheless. 
An institution, which takes the business- 
like stand of knowing without being told 
the practical experience of its candidates 
for graduation, by insisting that such ex- 
perience be attained within its own walls, 
is not recognized as a ‘‘ teaching college.” 
It doesn’t ask that some one else do its 
teaching so it is not a ‘‘ teachiug college !” 

The ‘teaching colleges” however are 
fast introducing perfected laboratory 
courses resembling very closely, as their 
more limited time “will admit, the courses 
of the other institutions. Many of them 
are now affording the most practical kind 
of instruction in magnificent chemical 
laboratories of their own, under the man- 


agement of eminent pharmacists and 
chemists. To hear any one cry halt in 


this rapid march of progress toward in- 
stitutions independent and complete in 
themselves surprises some of us at least. 
The commercial side of pharmacy has 
assumed proportions of late years which, 
in the writer’s opinion, quite seriously 
embarrass the drug store as a school of 
purely pharmaceutical science. In fact it 
would seem as important for the drug 
clerk nowadays to be competent to judge 
the products of others as to be able to 


make them himself. His college labora- 
tory experience surely comes in here 
ahead of usual shop experience. 

Professor Oldberg, on pages 349-350, 
treats the question of pharmaceutical 
education like the expert analyst which 
he is With him the wish is neither 
‘‘ father to the thought ” nor parent of his 
deductions. He is not influenced in his 
analysis by what he wants to find, but 
with scientific accuracy isolates the alka- 
loid of truth and tell us just what and how 
much he finds 

For my own part, I would not question 
how or where a man acquired his educa- 
tion and experience so long as he could 
demonstrate conclusively ‘that he had 
them But I believe that laboratory 
courses may be so perfected and examina- 
tions made so practical that colleges of 
pharmacy may take young men of good 
general education and graduate them as 
trustworthy dispensers of medicine with- 
out regard to outside help. 





Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond 
to calls for information beuring on pharmacy or 
any of its allied topics, and cordially invite our 
friends to make use of this column. 

When sending for the formula of an unusual, 
patented or proprietary compound, the query should 
be accompanied with information regarding the 
locality in which it is used, its uses, and reputed 
effect. When it can conveniently be done, a spec- 
imen of the label used on packages of the com- 
pound should also be sent. 





To Plate Copper with Tin. C. D. L., 
Galesburg, Ill.—For depositing tin by 
simple immersion a saturated solution of 
cream of tartar is made with boiling 
water; in this solution small brass or 
copper articles, such as brass pins, for ex- 
ample, are plac ed between sheets of grain 
tin, and the liquid is boiled until the 
desired result is obtained—a beautiful 
white coating of tin upon the brass or 
copper surfaces. Ordinary brass pins are 
coated in this way. A little chlcride of 
tin may be added to the bath to facilitate 
the whitening. The articles are afterward 
washed in clean water and brightened by 
being shaken in a leathern bag with bran. 


To Destroy Croton Bugs. W. R., 
Brooklyn.—Prof. Riley, entomologist of 
the Department of Agriculture at Wash- 
ington, says: 

“The main difficulty in ridding houses of the com- 
mon croton bug or Germancockroach (Phyllodromia 
germanic), is due to the fact that people do not seem 
to be willing to take enough trouble. They wish 
something which they can scatter about once and be 
relieved for all time, but, unfortunately, there is 
nothing which will accomplish the result in this 
easy way. Thereis nothing better in my experience 
than to thoroughly and persistently use California 
buhach, a home-grown pyrethrum powder. This 
should be puffed from a small bellows into all cracks 
or holes and crevices in the infested room just after 
nightfall and the room should then be closed and 
left until the following morning. In the morning 
the servant should go over the room with a broom 
and sweep up every specimen found upon the floor 
and burn them. This process should be repeated 
for two or three nights in succession, and at the end 
of that time the trouble will be mainly past. The 
insects breed rapidly and migrate from one house to 
another, so that the operation will —~ have 
to be repeated again after some mont 

Duration of Protection from Vaccina- 
tion. R. G., Newark, N. J.—It is gener- 
erally considered unsafe to depend upon 
vaccination for more than seven years. 
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Miscellaneous Formulas. 
FOR DRY RHINITIS. 


[BrowneE, een meee 
Oil of eucalyptus beab dsicbbese 
Vaseline or lanoline............ss0c0+ «+ pels sbccne 3 


Apply to mucous membrane. 





FOR HEMORRHOIDS. 
[Med. Record.] 





Cocaine..........eeeeee seer eveccsscces cess gram. 1.20 

MORNING 5555.25 650000100 o0ecees.ccesees centig. 3° 

Atropine......... Shixeosianesnhin.s s6tee eves 

Se ae ee gram. 1.20 

WI a5 556s oneness ano ubk een see ecccce 30 00 
Apply after each passage. 

FOR ECZEMA OF THE SCROTUM. 
[CAMPBELL. Rs Record.) 
Iodoformi......... enkhsassucny is, coos Ziij 
AMC OMEGA ....0.0  ccovccccrcvceceoes ned sne. apes 3 jss 
Spirit camphore..... . savbSeueubebbosun ». Bi 

Aque calcis, 2 
Olei line, t daSs inact cewhnnss4hsdeney v0 008A 5 JSS 


Apply locally at night, and have patient 
wear suspensory bandage. 
POWDER FOR CEZENA. 
[Med. Record. 


GRU cid sccaucupncesssarsens beonose ssssesS QtamD. 
are peibhane abuse. sbaeee 3 gram. 
DEBE... 000000000560 seams eerecss 0.50 centig. 
Acid thymic........... éeancseew eeoses....0.20 Centig. 
Talcum powder. cesee.sscccececccecceeecs 8 gram. 


Irrigate with carbolized water, and then 
insufflate with the powder. 
SWEATING FEET. 
[Broce.—Med. Record.] 


Naphthol 5 parts 
Glycerin.. 1e@parts 
Alcohol... 1oo parts 





Apply locé ally twice a day, after which a 
powder composed of two parts of naphthol 
and 180 of starch is placed between the 
toes, 

FOR CROUP. 
(Betz.—Med. Record.| 





Ether ..... Shs hieeee ey see's 
Ether acetic......scecceseereseccecesesees : 
Menthol........... s cnauawsdanseuee ahenbe 0.60 centig. 


In desperate cases give as inhalation 
every fifteen to twenty minutes. 
FOR DIPHTHERIA. 
(Smitu.— Med. Sitin 


Squibb’s peroxide of hydrogen........0+ ....+00+ Zi 
Sn cc bsesvee. sscesesercesesesed grains x 
ee er a Zij 


One teaspoonful of each to be mixed in 
the bottle of the hand atomizer immedi- 
ately before its use. Spray the fauces 
every hour. The nostrils may be sprayed 
with the same, with the addition, per- 
haps, of two teaspoonfuls of water. 

GODDARD S GARGLE. 


IR cs ns bbndnsss sn seen scene scees: Kemeess oss 3ij 
er tere 3 ss 
PUR SOUS BED cc dcccccccccnctcnscacees vsccssstee 3j 

i iccnvcnatewndenn whenskeraceuaestentacns se 55 
PRUEEO MOE .. 5 Lasecnpeeciuns abSeuus bass, Suc 858s 5vj 


The mixture can be used without dilu- 
tion, or with an equal quantity of water. 
TINCTURE OF INDIAN BARK CARMINATIVE. 

[Chemist and Druggist.] 
Tr. card. co.. 





EGO GM OE Pa ef | 
Tr. capsici..... Spuhicxs. gaeees- Se snwey Soaeees 31) 
¥. THEI... ccccece cundebar saadenss zj 
RENE cincsupaecss< 2s sees eachihee. -anee Mxiv 
S th. ee oe cescee 8 
Golden ' syrup (colored w'th sacch. uSte q. S. 
and thinned in aqua 3v)ad....... ........ Exxxij 


Dose.—One-half to one ounce for slight 
bowel complaints. 


LIQUID ROUGE. 
amen and Druggist.] 






Carmine 2; 
Solution of ammoni j 
Glycerin iij 
Essence of white rose 3j 
WUE AD 55 bbsbsesnnnw ies senebaeacs sisnebaee eee 


Rub up the carmine with the ammonia 
and glycerin, add an ounce of water, and 
heat to drive off traces of ammonia. 
When cold add the essence, making up to 
four ounces, and filter. 

THEE ST. GERMAIN. 
Elder flowers... 
PN MID 5 s.00 seo scsveces stuns 
Aniseed 
Cream of tartar.........0sss0000. 
I IU son ba 8a 05s 0cneees voseheduseeas 

Macerate the senna in “alcohol for 
twenty-four hours and let the spirit evap- 
orate without heat. Then mix all the 
substances and divide into packets of two 
drachms each. Each packet is sufficient 
for a cupful of infusion. 
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FARCY BALL. 
[Veterinary Counter Practice.] 


Pulv. opii.......... 
Pulv. cupri acet....... 
Pulv. potass. nit...... - 
EW MIN MIEN oy usc 0359 ss ssanbeebeecnwsiecxcesas 
GIST REID sc cee sok icic. w'c.c0s'0eciesteovssoessctesece 
SEE NUIEEL, oa se pA bica bh ac da Wishing sicwalnsso% 
ROME MINIT cisicic stone sin cei8is ore oO Saisccie swe Sew'e 3ij 
Ol. palmz q. s. ut ft. bol. j. omni nocte. 


To be given for two or three weeks at a 
pos and discontiuued as the symptoms 
abate. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Formula Question Again. 


To the Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

My attention has been called to an 
article which appeared in THE AMERI- 
CAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
RECORD of December 21 by Mr. Ferd. Las- 
car criticising a recent article of mine,and 
in reply to that criticism I would like to 
mention that different people have differ- 
ent ideas, and if the formulas submitted 
did not suit him they did suit other 
people, but, as was stated in the article 
in controversy, they were merely types 
for the druggist to follow if he cared to. 

A druggist has a right, if he cares, to 
publish his formula on the label and the 
same right to leave it off. He also has 
the privilege to attach any title he 
pleases, no matter what; itis a question 
which concerns himself and_ no others, 
and of which he alone is the judge for the 
right or wrong. 

I do not think I make a mistake if I say 
that the average druggist of to-day is 
competent to judge his own preparations. 

In the chlorodyne or pulmonic syrup 
the idea was to furnish a formula fora 
preparation eontaining just those ingre- 
dients which seem to trouble Mr. Lascar, 
and the name suggested itself from the 
fact of some of the ingredients having 
entered into one of the oldest preparations 
on the market to-day. Surely there are 
other people who use chlorodyne itself 
than who take it on a physician’s prescrip- 
tion. The dose of thesyrup was not given 
and there is no more reason to suppose the 
dose to be a tablespoonful than there was 
that it was to be a bottle full. 

When druggists make their preparations 
they figure out a safe dose, and they will 
probably have done so in this case. Surely 
if a teaspoonful contains less than three 
minims of tincture of cannabis indica and 
extremely small doses of the other ingredi- 
ents, there cannot be much danger of 
chronic use of it. 

If Mr. Lascar will take the trouble to 
reread the article he will not find any 
claims to originality for the linseed 
cough mixture. As was stated before it 
was merely offered as a typical formula, 
If he has objections to the hydrocyanic 
acid he must have objections to the syrup 
wild cherry of the pharmacopeeia, which 
is not infrequently given to babies, while 
farther on he seemingly endorses it. 

Mr. Lascar surely cannot be very well 
read on the cod liver oil subject, for 
gaduol does contain more than one of the 
active constituents. If we take the word 
of the makers, as well as that of the 
scientists who have experimented with it, 
it contains at least five; so there does not 
seem to be any reason to say it is not true 
to its name. It is atleast as efficacious 
and does not produce those unpleasant 
symptoms which often occur in some 
people due to idiosyncrasy. 





oe 


The wine of coca formula was not given 
from a temperance standpoint; it was 
given as a suggestion to those who desired 
something a little different from that 
which they already had. 

In conclusion I would say that, while I 
am always willing to have my formulas 
criticised, I would say that the criticism 
does not come in good form from any one 
who sends a lot of family receipts toa drug 
journal, over his own name, as something 
new. 

ELBERT E. FISHER. 

Bridgeport, Conn., December 28, 1893. 
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A Visit to the Vanilla Country.* 
By CHarLes E. Hires. 


Leaving the city of Mexico I proceeded 
to Pueblo, then to Jalapa, and on to Vera 
Cruz, taking the Ward’s line of steamers 
* the coast to Tuxpan, where I arrived 
after a thirty hours’ sail. Here a tug 
came to the mouth of the Tuxpan River 
and took me off, steaming up the river 
nine miles to the city of Tuxpan. The 
city has 10,000 inhabitants, and is com- 
posed principally of one-story, limestone 
thatched houses. After spending three or 
four days getting my outfit together, con- 
sisting of four mustangs, servants, guide 
and interpreter, we started early on Mon- 
day morning for the vanilla land. 

Hastening on, we rode through a dense 
forest by a bridle path, where we had to go 
single file, which brought us to an Indian 
village on the Casonies River, after some 
thirty miles of hard riding, besides having 
to ford several rivers. I would state here 
that the sun is intensely hot at midday, 
so that the most of the people retire from 
about 11 to2o’clock. We stopped about 
11 o’clock at a small village composed 
of bamboo and thatched houses, where 
we waited until four o’clock before 
proceeding on our journey, arriving at 
Casonies in the evening at about twilight. 
On the Casonies River we saw hundreds 
of Indian canoes plying up and down this 
stream with both men and women pro- 
pelling them, which was a curious sight. 
We started early next morning for 
Papantla, where we arrived at about nine 
o'clock at night. This is some thirty-five 
miles further inland. It is a city of 
about 12,000 inhabitants, and is composed 
mostly of one-story, limestone, thatched 
houses. This is the metropolis of the 
vanilla growing district, situated in a 
valley surrounded by high mountains 
on all sides. This is the county seat. 
Court was in session when we arrived 
there, and it was impossible to get accom- 
modations at the one hotel or any of the 
boarding houses. The hotel is a one- 
story building, composed of three or four 
rooms ; these were all turned into sleeping 
rooms at night, and everybody had to 
sleep together—men and women—cots 
were arranged side by side, until there 
was scarcely room to get around. As the 
climate here is always warm, eating is 
done mostly out of doors. By the courtesy 
extended to me through letters of intro- 
duction I had I was taken and well cared 
for by Mr. Tremari, who is one of the first 
citizens and the largest curer and shipper 
of vanillas in Papantla. 

When the Spaniards discovered Amer- 
ica the custom among the Aztecs of 
flavoring chocolate with vanilla was 
already in vogue. The former borrowed 
the practice from the latter and trans- 
mitted it in turn to the other nations of 


*Read before the Philadelphia Colloge of Phar- 
macy. 


Europe. A few years later this valu- 
able product became an export article, 
and it is believed that the first vanilla 
bean introduced into Spain came from the 
State of Oaxaca. It is raised in divers 
parts of the continent, in the island of 
Cuba and other Antilles, and in some por- 
tions of Africa and Asia as well, and as a 
rule wherever there is heat and moisture, 
and shade. provided the lowest temper- 
ature in Winter be not lower than 65° F 

At first that which grew wild in the 
woods was harvested, and the inference 
is clear that, in proportion to its gradual 
diminution and increasing consumption, it 
was found necessary to foster its growth 
and in this the State of Vera Cruz took 
the initiative, being the first place known 
in which the plant was under cultivation 
in America. Notwithstanding numerous 
inquiries made by me,I have found it 
well-nigh impossible, even with the aid of 
tradition, to ascertain the exact time in 
which the cultivation began: this alone 
being known, that the period is a remote 
one. From some of the old archives of 
Papantla we derive the information that 
in the year 1760 there were already in ex- 
istence vanilla forests under cultivation. 
The State of Vera Cruz has had and to- 
day possesses great natural advantages 
for the production of vanilla. But it is 
cultivated only in the cantons of Misantla 
and Papantla. For a number of years 
Mexico supplied the markets of the world 
with this product, but of late years the 
islands of Bourbon and Java have come 
in competition with European markets 
to a marked degree. 

With this brief history of the origin and 
nature of vanilla start out with me ona 
bright. clear morning in the month of Feb- 
ruary, with the thermometer ranging from 
85° to 100° ; dressed in thin linen, with a 
light Panama hat, and mounted upon a 
mustang. for our first visit to the vanilla 
fields, located about nine miles from 
Papantla. The first error that you need 
to correct is our northern conceptions of 
a field. It is not here the carefully tilled, 
snugly fenced, and finely cultivated tract 
of land that characterizes the marketable 
products of New Jersey or Pennsylvania, 
but a wild, boundless, dense and almost 
impenetrable forest, with undergrowth so 
dense and rank that our mustangs must 
be abandoned at a by-path, and we our- 
selves compelled to stoop almost to a 
creeping posture to penetrate it. Look 
at yonder tree—a Mexican cedar—20 feet 
in height, covered with dark green 
luxuriant verdure, with a small tapering 
trunk a few feet in circumference, and 
clinging to and apparently growing out of 
its bark observe that strange looking, 
clinging vine, in circumference a little 
larger than an ordinary lead pencil, shoot- 
ing up into the tree, covering its branches, 
and running from it into the adjoining 
trees, and often forming festoons and 
arbors so dense and thick as to exclude 
the rays of the sun at noon day. 
Covered with a dark green and spear- 
shaped leaf and hanging pendent from 
its interlacing branches, are green pods 
from four to ten inches long and you have 
a picture of a vanilla vine as I first saw it 
in its native soil and in its highest state 
of cultivation. Tree after tree in this 
vast forest is covered with those luxur- 
iant vines, peeping from which, in all the 
glory of luxuriance, are countless hun- 
dredsof the long, luscious, tapering van- 
illa bean; in circumference almost equal 
to a banana and from two to three inches 
longer. Some of a dark green and others 
of a bright yellow, and sometimes where 
they grow most luxuriously resembling 
bunches of bananas, apparently growing 
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upon the native trees of the forests. The 
remoteness from civilization, the total 
absence of everything indicating care or 
cultivation, and the strange juxtaposition 
of this wealth of ripened fruit to the wild 
and unbounded woods, made the scene 
one of the most strange and marvelous 
upon which the eye ever rested. Vast 
areas containing hundreds of square miles 
of contiguous territory in this province 
are devoted to the growth of this plant; 
wherever you look and wherever you 
travel you are confronted with this over- 
hanging vegetation. You behold the pri- 
meval forest utilized by the half civilized 
natives as a natural garden for the growth 
of this delicious, aromatic plant. 

The cultivation of the plant consists of 
cutting away the forests to give it room 
to grow. The vines are naturally grown 
from cuttings, the same as grape vines, 
but they are also grown direct from the 
seeds, and in such cases the fruit is much 
later than when the vines are planted. 
The vine is very nardy in its native ele- 
ment, and sometimes takes root even if 
thrown carelessly on the ground, provid- 
ing it has shade and moisture. Four or 
five years after the vine is planted, and 
sometimes before that period, its base rots 
at some distance, and before this occurs 
rootlets from above that portion which is 
dying have already grown and descended 
along the tree to get nourishment from 
the earth. This circumstance, added to 
the fact that if a reed be severed some 
distance from the ground it does not die, 
has given rise to two distinct theories re- 
specting this plant which I desire here to 
take the opportunity of correcting; the 
first theory, which has the support of 
many reputable scientists, is that the plant 
is epiphyte, deriving its sustenance from 
the atmosphere, and being independent of 
the soil, and the second that it is a parasite 
and derives its nourishment chiefly from 
the trees to which it clings. A careful 
examination of the plant in its natural 
forests and a patient study of its habits 
and characteristics have convinced me 
that both of these theories are founded in 
error, although, before my visit to Mexico, 
I confess I had been led to adopt the 
parasitic theory, upon information from 
many intelligent growers. 

Mr. Fuenti told me he had made the 
experiment of severing the reed two or 
three feet from the ground, and in a few 
days later two or more tendrils had 
sprung from the lower end of the vine 
and gone directly to the earth, thus re- 
placing the lost base. The reed is very 
juicy, and when deprived of its roots 
tries to replace them, complying with the 
laws of its own existence; but this is 
done at its own expense, taking nothing 
from the tree, which statement is proved 
by the fact that if it consumes too much 
time in its endeavor to reach the soil it 
withers. Should the tendrils reach the 
soil before the reed is entirely dried up 
the latter recovers later; but if, on the 
contrary, its strength is not sufficient to 
accomplish the task of reaching the earth, 
it age ee | withers until it dies. In 
spite of the facility with which the 
reed takes root and replaces its base, some 
die, either because the reed was not fresh 
and sound, or because it was damaged, 
or by reason of its being in localities 
where it received too much sunor too 
much shade. 

I found others familiar with the vanilla 
growth contending that the plant depend- 
ed for its nourishment and growth upon 
the sap of a particular tree—the cojondi- 
gate—and in support of this theory I was 
taken to the forest and shown vines grow- 
ing luxuriantly around the base of this 


tree, showing great fertility and product- 
iveness, and a high state of health. But 
upon examination of the facts I found 
that this tree would grow only upon cer- 
tain soil, and under certain conditions, 
where the soil was almost moist, and the 
reason that the vanilla grew so much 
better on this than on any other was _ be- 
cause the conditions that so well suited the 
tree were the very conditions that best 
suited the vanilla plant, and, when speak- 
ing of my observations in this direction, 
they admitted that it might be possible, 
and when finding, in one of the gardens 
of Papantla, a vine growing upon a dead 
tree, they could not but confess that it was 
perhaps not a parasite. These good people 
had proven to me, or assured me in their 
correspondence, that the plant was a para- 
site, and it gives me pleasure to correct 
the error I was then laboring under. 
After making diligent inquiry about the 
plant, I had the pleasure of meeting 
Agopito Fontecilla, who, I soon learned, 
was an intelligent man, and who had 
made a scientific study of the plant, and 
to whom I am indebted for the greater 
part of my knowledge of the plant. 
Taking the average of the last ten years 
the number of beans that has been gath- 
ered each crop has been about 15,000,000, 
with the exception of a small quantity 
gathered on the southern coast of Vera 
Cruz, some 100,000. The remainder comes 
from the cantons of Papantla and Mi- 
santla, mostly from Papantla. The prices 
which it has attained during that time 
have varied much, ranging from $22 to 
$125 a thousand. According tothe data 
in my possession it averages $60 to $70, 
and produces over $1,000,000. The small- 
est unripe vanilla weighs 20 pounds to 
the thousand, and the largest 65 pounds to 
the thousand, and the average about 45 
to 40 pounds. The average loss of weight 
in curing is about 9 pounds tothe thousand. 
The length of the bean varies as much as 
its weight, measuring from 4% to 10 
inches, the greater part ranging from 7 
to8% inches. The plant (vanilla plani- 
folia) grows afew yards in length each 
year, some portions of it clinging to the 
tree which supports it, and some remain- 


ing loose and hanging wave-like. Its 
thickness is about % to ¥% _ inch. 
It is .very juicy, round, and of a 


green color, knotty at intervals, leaves 
alternate, shaped like a spear, and plump. 
The flower is yellow, and has a sweet, 
agreeable smell. The plant grows in 
length only. It does not grow anything 
like a grape vine; it only bears fruit upon 
the new portion that grows each year. 
The thickness of the vanilla bean decreases 
gradually from two-thirds of the lower 
portion to the tip. Its shape is almost 
round, somewhat flattened on one side, 
curving up to the neck, which generally 
terminates in an arc. Its circumference 
varies, measuring when green from two 
to three inches, although the greater part 
measures three-fourths inch in diam- 
eter. It has a thin, smooth cuticle, with 
two superficial lines on either side. When 
thoroughly ripe its color varies from dark 
green to light yellow. Its lower portion 
is filled with small seeds, and after being 
treated its thickness is reduced to one- 
fourth of its original size. It remains 
black, oily, and has an agreeable perfume. 

Around Misantla there are often several 
varieties, these are known as Misantla 
bean, having thick skins. They are not 
packed as well, and are not considered as 
valuable as the Papantla curing. These 
varieties are designated by the natives as 
cimarrona, mestiza, manza. When cured 
only an expert can tell the different goods. 
The wild or pompoma bean, Segne Xante, 


or sometimes called banana vanilla by the 
Totonaca Indians who eat them, is to be 
found here. This plant differs from that 
of the vanilla planifolia in that it is much 
smaller with larger leaves and _ less 
pointed. The bean is about twice as thick 
and of a triangular shape, somewhat re- 
sembling the ordinary banana when in- 
sufficiently nourished. It has an agree- 
able fragrance, resembling that of the 
anise plant. It is commonly and natu- 
rally supposed that the beans grow and 
thicken until approaching ripeness. It is 
not so, for after itis two months and a 
half old it ceases to increase in size. Mr. 
Tremari said he had made several obser- 
vations during the past two years, meas- 
uring vanilla from different vines, and 
has found that some after the middle and 
some after the last half of June have 
neither grown nor thickened in the least. 

The vine puts forth many blossoms, but 
the greater part do not bear, and those at- 
taining full growth fall, or turn yellow 
and crack prematurely, owing to some 
disease in the reed; the bean, however, 
clings to it. This serves as a pretext for 
some persons to say that in October and 
November the vanilla bean is ripe and 
should be cut, not bearing in mind that 
its apparent ripeness arrives from sickness 
in the plant, as shown by its defective 
nutrition, being soft to the touch and 
lacking the solidity of the ripe bean. 

I found that the plants grew best in 
virgin soil where streams and brooks 
abound, and where the earth is a little 
sandy, and the dampness is retained 
longer than in any other soil; in these 
places the vines grow luxuriantly and 
vigorously, and yield large fruit, a most 
important factor when one considers how 
scarce rain is in this section between Feb- 
ruary and July. Marshy ground is like- 
wise undesirable, as an excess of moisture 
rotsthe vine. It is found that plants do 
best where a little sunlight can reach them, 
and the largest growers have trimmed out 
the heavy foliage that covers many 
plants. Yet vines exposed too much to 
the sun yield little vanilla, and what the 
do yield is small ; the plants soon get yel- 
low and die in a few years. On the other 
hand, those with heavy foliage never 
thicken. Their color remains a rich green, 
and finally sickens. The bean they yield 
is likewise small, badly nourished, and 
ripeness is retarded. After setting out 
the vines, if they do well, they will com- 

‘mence to bear fruit in about three or four 
years ; its yield increases for four or five 
years, when it begins to decrease. It bears 
little vanilla after the tenth year. These 
vines yield when fully developed 85, and 
some as high as 200, although these are 
very rare. Some vines have branches that 
bear as much as 12 to 15 beans. 

The proper time for the Mexican 
vanilla bean to ripen is in January or 
February, but such a demand is made for 
the bean that for several years the grow- 
ers begin to gather the crop in October 
and November, so that the harvest is over 
before the time it should have commenced, 
and this vanilla weighs one pound less to 
the thousand, and remains red and subject 
to changes. Vanilla, if allowed to ripen 
naturally, remains black, juicy, and of a 
silvery hue shortly after its curing, and 
for many years it can be preserved un- 
changed, but if cut permaturely it is 
affected much. as any other fruit naturally 
is when picked two or three months before 
the time, and it never looks as it should 
when this is done. In order to impart to 
the bean all the good properties of which 
it is susceptible it should be cut as it 
becomes yellow, for, if it be cut all at 
once, even though it be in the month of 
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January (as was thé practice some years 
ago), the result will be that a great portion 
of it will remain unripe, because, as it 
blooms in March, April or May, this same 
gradual change continues, everything 
being equal, until it ripens. There is, 
besides, another cause which brings,about 
the same difference even in the case where 
they blossom together, and that is the 


greater or less shade affored by the 
trees on which the vines grow. In 


former times, in compliance with an order 
from the government, the sub-delegates, 
and after them the civil authorities, were 
instructed to see that the unripe fruit 
should not be cut. When this duty fell 
to the lot of conscientious and active per- 
sons abuses were in a great measure 
avoided, but complete satisfactory results 
were far froin being attained on account 
of the scarcity of the necessary means to 
watch and pursue smugglers. At other 
times the office was applied for by indo- 
lent persons, who regarded the orders of 
the government with indifference, and 
thus the law soon fell into disrepute and 
was finally abolished by the government. 
The difference between the price of the 
vanilla picked during October and Novem- 
ber and that picked after January is in 
the proportion of three to nine. Those 
acquainted with this fact, seeing those 
beans sell for the third what they know 
by their yearly experience could be sold 
for nine because they do not want to wait 
two or three additional months, might 
think them foolish, or would imagine 
that poverty compelled them to suffer 
this loss ; but it is neither the one thing 
nor the other, because these people are 
clear headed and their prosperity so gen- 
eral that it may be said there are no 
people in the world who live in greater 
ease than do these people of Papantla, and 
this is not alone due to the fertility of the 
soil and the good quality of the products 
which are obtained by cultivation, but 
also because in their forests important 
products grow wild, which are the prop- 
erty of any one willing to gather them. 
The motives actuating these people in 
selling the vanilla before it is ripe are 
caused by avarice on the one hand and 
rascality on the other. The first vanilla 
sold has, as arule, been stolen. and as it 
is cheap, though of poor quality, it is 
always a bargain for the buyer. The 
planters who have vanilla beans somewhat 
distant from their homes, as soon as they 
know of any purchase or sale, cut their 
own beans, fearful lest the same be stolen, 
as they know by experience that, imime- 
diately upon the start of such traffic, com- 
plaints are heard from the unfortunates, 
who ina short time are deprived of the 
results of hard labor and care. This ab- 
normal condition of affairs goes on, and 
thefts repeatedly occur even in the best 
guarded vanilla forests, whose owners 
cannot constantly oversee by day and by 
night, as other duties require their at- 
tention. For this reason they decide to 
cut and sell the vanilla bean at very low 
figures rather than to suffer total loss. 
For no other reason is the fruit gathered 
and sold before it is thoroughly ripe. This 
unseasonable traffic. both immoral and 
highly prejudicial to the property inter- 
ests of these cantons, should be checked 
by proper legislation; in this way the 
crop and the quality of the goods would 
be much greater, and its superior and 
delicate flavor that justly belongs to the 
best Mexican vanilla bean would make it 
esteemed above any other aromain the 
world. 

In curing vanilla it is an easy matter to 
impair it either by an excess or lack. of 
dryness. Perfect curing is only attained 


when the bean is left in such a condition 
that it remains juicy and retains its 
greatest possible weight, a consummation 
which the expert should constantly aim 
at. If the vanilla is cut when ripe, 
success will be easy, but when cut pre- 
maturely, as has been the case during 
many years, art has to replace nature as 
far as possible, which can be done only 
through labor and substantial knowledge 
of the subject, so that some idea may be 
formed of the delicate care needed for 
this operation. Suffice it to say that even 
the best known experts sometimes permit 
the vanilla to dry too much, or else the 
greater part of it, not to say all, becomes 
filled with insects, either before or after 
the process of curing. Itis only necessary 
to allow it to remain in the sun three or 
four minutes more or less than is required 
to bring about one or the other of these re- 
sults. Great care and fine eyesight are 
required in the separation of the diseased 
from thesound, because, if only one re- 
mains undetected, it will mold and en- 
danger other bundles in a short time. 
The curers in Papantla excel in curing 
and bunching the bundles, and in the 
regularity and evenness with which they 
classify the size and quality. As a rule 


planters do not know how to pre- 
pare the beans, so they sell them 
in an unripe state to curers who 


yearly employ experts for that purpose. 
The beans are brought in by the natives in 
large and small lots, very similar to the 
way in which our country people bring in 
rags, butter and eggs to the town store- 
keeper. The beans are first put in a sweat 
box. where they are sweated about 36 
hours. They arethen placed on mats in the 
sun if the day is bright and clear, if not, 
they are placed in a large oven to dry. This 
requires the utmost care and attention, 
elsethe beans are easily spoiled. After the 
excess of moisture is dried out, they are 
again sweated This operation is repeated 
until they are black. They are then 
placed in the sun in the middle of the day 
only from eleven’to one; they are then 
putin racks in vanilla rooms, one above 
the other. While the curing is going on 
it is necessary to separate them with the 
utmost care ; the discolored from the black 
bundles, the very small, the impoverished, 
those with skin woody at intervals, the 
ones with atough, thick and smooth skin, 
and also the spotted, cracked or split 
bean, assorting them in their respective 
classes The great care to be exercised in 
curing vanilla can be appreciated by what 
I have said before; but it is not amiss to 
observe that however little it is overdried 
it is sufficient to reduce the weight almost 
one pound to the thousand, which would 
be a great loss, besides,the bean that is over- 
dried loses some of its color,and depreciates 
its value one or two dollars a pound which 
amounts to as much as the loss in 
weight. When the’ vanilla is 
thoroughly ripe it is easier to ascertain 
the required point of curing, and besides 
gives less trouble and is not so exposed to 
changes. It gets silvery white, being 
cured and in a few months it is crystal- 
lized and will be preserved in this way for 
a number of years. If cut when unripe 
just the opposite happens, for not only are 
few crystallized but their keeping quality 
is poor. After the beans are thoroughly 
cured, which takes from three to four 
months. they are assorted in different 
sizes and bundled in bundles containing 
from 50 to 75 beans each. The different 
curers having different amounts for their 
packing. Some 50,some 60, others 70 and 
some 75 to their bundles. These bundles 
are all uniform in size according to length, 
and are placed in cans of 40 bundles each; 


then four or five of these cans of different 
sizes are packed in a case made of Mexican 
red cedar, which is the most plentiful 
wood grown here. A curer stated to me 
that the making of these cases was the 
most expensive part in putting the bean 
up. As they have no machinery, such as 
saw mills and planing mills, everything 
must be done by hand, which necessarily 
takes some time to make one of these 
cases, as the corners of each are grooved 
and dovetailed together, making the case 
cost, when completed, from $2 to $3. 

After the beans are cased the cases are 
then covered with a fiber matting made 
here by the Mexicans and the beans are 
ready for shipment. Mules or burros, in 
some cases mustangs, are drawn up in 
line and two cases are strapped on the 
back of each animal, and started for the 
sea coast in caravans of perhaps eight or 
ten animals with two or three attendants, 
then shipped on steamers for Europe and 
the United States. 

In going from the interior of Mexico 
you will meet caravans of these beasts of 
burden laden with all kinds of merchan- 
dise, this being the only way of transporta- 
tion. The authorities for some time have 
heen endeavoring to get a railroad to 
Papantla, but as yet have been unsuccess- 
ful. The Aztecs or native Indians do not 
want tohave anyimprovements. Several 
attempts have been made to survey a 
road, and just beforereaching there I was 
advised of a civil engineer who had been 
sent to survey a route and who was next 
day after his arrival found hanging to 
one of the trees outside of the town. The 
natives do not want anything different 
from what they have been used to, and 
will sacrifice their lives in defense of 
what they consider their rights. 

I returned to America with a conviction 
that, notwithstanding our national char- 
acter of penetrating to the utmost corners 
of the earth, that, as a people, we know 
little or nothing of Mexico—a great, broad, 
rich, fertile tract of land, magnificently 
endowed by nature, and so favorably lo- 
cated, as respects soil, climate and phys- 
ical conditions, that, in my judgment, it 
is ere long to become the most prolific 
source of supplies for many of the essen- 
tial and valuable products needed by the 
world, and of her varied and valuable in- 
dustries noneare more promising and give 
indications of more important growth 
than does the vanilla bean. The infusion 
of greater intelligence in the minds of the 
natives engaged inits development, the 
employment of better means for its pres- 
ervation and cultivation, the opening of 
newer and larger districts for its supply, 
and a more intimate and scientific know]l- 
edge of its natural requisites, would, in 
a few years, multiply manifold the vol- 
ume of this commerce, and would permit 
it to be placed upon our markets and 
markets of the world in a far better con- 
dition, as respects quality, and at a price 
that would largely stimulate its use. 





Southern Siftings. 


Dr. Edmund Bocking, of Wheeling, and 
Miss Mary E. Wilson were recently 
married. 

Burglars entered the drug store of Reid 
& Co., Savannah, Ga., recently and stole 
about $300 worth of goods. 

The Lankford Chemical Company, of 
Galveston, Texas, with a capital stock of 
$10,000 has been chartered. 

Messrs Witworth Brothers’ drug store, 
Baltimore, Md., was burglarized recently 
of a quantity of tobacco, cigars, etc, 
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News and Notes. 


Boston Budget. 

One of our daily papers has been 
serving its readers with courses on the 
Campion and Detroit plans, ‘cut fates,” 
“black and white lists,” and the like. We 
have but to look to the recent visit to this 
city of President Frank A. Faxon, of the 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, and 
who was accompanied by ex-President 
James E. Davis, to ascertain the cause of 
these articles being published. 

The ‘“cutters’’ and those acting in their 
interest immediately pounced upon the 
visit of these gentlemen as an indication 
that the latter were acting in their official 
capacities, and were here for the purpose 
of ascertaining the opinion of several large 
manufacturers in this vicinity in regard to 
the plans of the wholesale association. 

This series of articles has been charac- 
terized as misleading, and justly so. One 
of the statements was to the effect that at 
a recent meeting ofthe Interstate League 
of this city the members in attendance 
complained because an assessment (the 
second in that month, according to the 
article in question) had been ordered. 
This is untrue, because no meeting of the 
members of the Interstate League has 
been held for months, the business of the 
body being transacted by its officers and 
committee. 

These articles are highly colored in the 
interest of the “ cutter,” and the dear pub- 
lic is given to understand that sarsaparilla 
can be obtained for almost if not quite 
nothing should the Detroit plan be 
adopted. 

William W. Bartlet, Ph.G., stiil retains 
his Shawmut avenue store. 

“Washington Street Drug Store, State 
Registry and City License” is one of the 
signs seen on this important thorough- 
fare. 

John D. Proctor, Ph.G.,formerly of Lang- 
hill & Proctor, is now head clerk in the 
“Nagle Drug Store,” 236% Bunker Hill 
street. 

A significant sign of the existing hard 
times is seen in the great dearth of new 
stores. Thisis not only true of Boston 
but of New England. 

The committee on annual dinner for the 
Boston Druggists’ Association is com- 
posed of President F. A. Davidson, Dr. T. 
L. Jenks, Thomas Doliber, Ph.G., Amos 
K. Tilden and Secretary Jordan. 

It is a fact not generally known that 
John H. Daune, who for a long term of 
years has served the city as street com- 
missioner, and who has just received a 
re-election to that important office, com- 
menced his business career in a drug 
store. 

The establishment ofa new drug store 
at the present time is a rarity, a great 
contrast from former times. Another in- 
dication of the present depression is seen 
in the few business changes—sales of 
stores—and in the difficulty experienced by 
dealers who wish to sell out in finding 
customers. 

After the first week in January there will 
be only one firm of wholesale druggists in 
Washington street, and that will be Weeks 
& Potter. Carter, Carter & Kilham’s 
announcement of removal was made some 





time ago, and now itis learned that the ex- 
ample of this last named firm is to be fol- 
lowed by Gilman Bros., who intend to 
soon remove to commodious quarters at 
50 to 56 Franklin street. 

Councilman Albert C. Smith, of Smith, 
Benedict & Co., has reason to be highly 
flattered by the largeness of the vote by 
which his constituents re-elected him at 
our recent city election. This will be Mr. 
Smith’s third term in the lower branch of 
the city government, and this attestation of 
appreciation by the people of his ward 
is a fitting tribute to the manner in which 
he has discharged his official duties. 


In the announcements of removal dis- 
tributed by Carter, Carter & Kilham and 
Gilman Bros. the pleasing news has been 
disseminated that it is the intention of both 
of these firms to discontinue the retail 
feature of their trade. This information is 
the subject of favorable comment by the 
retailers, and the re is often expressed 
that-the example of these firms will soon be 
imitated by other houses still adhering to 
the plan. 


The December meeting of the Boston 
Druggists’ Association was held at Young’s 
Hotel on the evening of the 19th. The 
nearness of Christmas to the regular date 
of meeting caused the dinner to be held a 
week earlier than usual. Fred L. Carter, 
of Carter, Carter & Kilham, and Henry P, 
Whitmarsh, of Dodge and Olcott, were 
elected to membership. William C. 
Durkee, Ph.G., of Kelley and Durkee, made 
application for membership. An entertain- 
ment of a humorouscharacter was furnished 
by Martyne, professional mimic. Ar- 
rangements for the annual dinner, which is 
to be held on January 23, are being rapidly 
completed, 


Very desirable rooms in the new State 
House have been assigned to the Board of 
Pharmacy ; this is a source of pleasure to 
the members thereof, but they must not be 
unmindful of the fact that there is strong 
pressure being brought to bear upon the 
assigning power by other State depart- 
ments for the identical quarters which have 
been given to this board. Of course it is 
understood that these rooms cannot be 
occupied until the completion of work on 
the building in question. Meanwhile the 
members of other commissions are exercis- 
ing their political “pull,” which may re- 
sult in the disappointment of the Phar- 
macy Board. Certain members of the 
board seem to be oblivious to this fact. 
Such will suffer a rude awakening unless 
they participate in the keen competition 
which is just now a feature on Beacon 
Hill. é 

The week just closed has witnessed a 
continuation of the newspaper expose (?) 
policy whichis being pursued in the inter- 
est of the “cut rate” firms of this city. 
The receipt of a list by our wholesale firms 
containing the names of houses recognized 
by the Wholesale Druggists’ Association 
as wholesale druggists was the signal for a 
fresh assault upon the lines indicated 
above. The animus of this recent article 
is seen in the attempt to create strife by 
interviews with firms not on this list and 
whose names are not found there for 
the sole reason that their business is not 
the handling of patents. The list in ques- 
tion came from Philadelphia, and the Boston 
firms there included are Carter, Carter & 
Kilham, Gilman Bros., Weeks & Potter, 


West & Jenney, George C. Goodwin & Co.. 
Smith, Benedict & Co., Cutler Bros. & Co.. 
Rust Richardson Drug Company, and 
B. O. & G. C. Wilson. The only other 
recognized wholesalers on the Massachu- 
setts list are C. P. Alden of Springfield, 
Bush & Co. of Worcester, and C. H. & J. 
Prince of Salem. 


+e 





Massachusetts Matters. 


Mr. Harper, of Salem, has appealed from 
the fine imposed for violation of his li- 
cense. 


B. L. Keeney is to fit up a room in the 
Hermann & Litchen building for his drug 
and news business. 


J. Walter Britton has accepted a posi- 
tion as manager of the new Wildes Hotel 
Pharmacy at Chicopee. 


Chas. L. Paine, connected with Dean, 
Foster & Co., has recently been elected a 
councilman in his home in Everett, Mass. 


C. Arthur Peck, of Malden, and J. Fred 
Hood, of Turner’s Falls, doing business 
as druggists at Turner’s Falls, have filed 
a voluntary petition in insolvency. 


John H. Baxter, formerly of Whitman 
and morerecently clerk at W. R. Bowen’s 
drug store, has purchased the Ward Street 
Pharmacy, Brockton, and assumed charge 
yesterday. 


A list of the assets and liabilities of 
Peck & Hood, the insolvent druggists, 
has been filed in the insolvency court at 
Greenfield. The assets consist- of the 
stock in trade and fixtures in the store at 
Turner’s Falls and are mortgaged to 
George S. Peck, Calvin H. Hood and L. 
D. Graves as security for indorsing a note 
for $1,700. The total liabilities amount to 
$4,179. 

A curious poisoning case occurred at 
Attleboro on the night of December 29. 
Seven tramps pooled their funds and 
sent one of their number to 8S. P. Clark’s 
drug store to purchase a pint of alcohol. 
The purchaser represented that he wanted 
some alcohol for cleaning purposes. The 
order was filled, but some tincture of 
aconite was also placed in the bottle, 
which was properly labeled ‘‘ poison” ac- 
cording to law,and in addition bore the 
label ‘‘ for external use only.” The clerk 
informed the tramp that the bottle con- 
tained poison, and his parting admonition 
to the latter was ‘‘ Now don’t drink this, 
for if you do you willdie.” The tramp 
thought the whole affair a joke, and as 
soon as he left the store removed the 
label from the bottle. Each tramp drank 
his just share of the liquid, and as a result 
two of them are dead, four very sick, and 
one is reported as being all right. 





tor 


New York State News. 


George B. Wray has putin avery hand- 
some double onyx fountain of the Puffer 
make in his Getty Square store at Yon- 
kers. The fountain is the handsomest 
one in the town, costing $2,800. 


S. S. Brower, of Yonkers, is just recov- 
ering from a rather singular accident. 
Some seven weeks ago in opening a shelf 
bottle of fluid extract he broke the neck of 
the bottle and a small fragment of glass 
stuck in his hand. He got the glass out but 
on the next day blood-poisoning set in and 
he was unable to attend to his duties for 
seven weeks. He is now at the Terrace 
City Pharmacy, Yonkers. 
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Boards and Colleges. 


NeEw York ALUMNI.—A meeting of the 
Alumni Asssociation of the N. Y. C. P. 
was held on Dec. 13 at the college build- 
ing. The report of the committee on 
final arrangements for the publishing of 
the ‘‘ Alumni journal” was read and ac- 
cepted. The staff of the journal will be 
as follows: Editor, O. G. Harrison,Ph.G., 
M.D.; assistant editors, Frederick Hohen- 
thal, Ph.G., and Harry Heller, Ph.G.; 
associate editors, Chas. F. Chanden, 


Ph.G., M.D., ArthurH. Elliott, Ph.D., 


A series of lectures have been arranged 
for and will be given at the college build- 
ing under the auspices of the Alumni As- 
sociation as follows: On January 10 
Prof. Virgil Coblentz will lecture on the 
relationship between the chemical con- 
stitution and the medicinal action of the 
newer remedies. On February 14 Dr. 
Cyrus Edson will lecture on ‘‘ Nervous 
Exhaustion.” Prof. H. R. Rusby will lec- 
ture on ‘‘ Observations of a Pharmacogno- 
cist in London” on March 14, and on 
April 11 Dr. James K. Crook will lec- 
ture on ‘‘ First Aid to the Injured.” 

The report of the delegates to the 
American Pharmaceutical Association 
was-‘submitted and adopted, and resolu- 
tions of regret concerning the death of 
Louis F. Hiltz, of Brooklyn, were passed. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD has just 
completed another examination, and thirty- 
six per cent of the applicants were success- 
ful. Certificates were granted to Frank H. 
Holt, D. Wallace Rintels, Willis H. 
Standard and James A. Munkley, of Bos- 
ton; Albert B. Kelley and John Parr, of 
of Lawrence; George F. Butler, of Water- 
town; Arthur C. Wagner, of Everett; 
Herbert E. Brier, of Cottage City ; Her- 
bert E. Bowman, of Somerville; Emil S. 
Blumenkranz, of Newport, R. I.; William 
H. Wakace, of Delmont; Claude Curtis, 
of Rockport; William H. Davis, of Fall 
River; Ernest D. Hatch, of Melrose; 
Howard W. Nowell, of Merrimac. 


THE ALABAMA BOARD OF PHARMACY 
will meet at Montgomery on January 25. 
Candidates should make application in 
writing to E. P. Gatt, secretary, Selma, 
Ala., as early as possible and he will give 
any further information desired. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS ALUMNI will 
listen to a lecture from Dr. Augustus H. 
Gill of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology at the College of Pharmacy 
building on January 17 at 7.45 P.M. The 
subject of the lecture will be The Methods 
of the Investigation of Gases. 
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For Headaches and Neuralgia 
Cures. 

Many druggists and physicians dispense 
and sell their own ‘ headache cures,” 
fever remedies, neuralgic and other 
remedies for aches and pains. What a boon, 
therefore, to such is Kefaline-Billroth, 
an antipyretic and analgesic, originally 
imported from France,which is guaranteed 
by the makers to be absolutely harmless 
and equal, if not superior, to any other 
analgesic known. Kefaline-Billroth, it is 
claimed, will not depress the heart’s action 
and does not produce excessive smarting, 
but will reduce inflammations and tem- 
peratures as quickly and surely as any 
known antipyretic. 

In all acute inflammations, congestions, 
fevers and headaches, or other similar 


symptoms, Kefaline-Billroth is recom- 
mended by the manufacturers on the 
score of safety, surety of action and 
price. Write for particulars, prices for 
manufacturing, etc., to The Kefaline Co., 
Boston, Mass., mentioning THE DRUGGIST 
AND RECORD. 





C. G. Bacon & Co., the successors to 
Fraser & Lee and H. W. Williams, are 
rapidly getting things in shape to make 
extensive additions to their manufactur- 
ing department. Mr. Bacon expresses 
himself as very well pleased with the 
prospects which, in so far as the first 
month’s business of the new firm may be 
taken as a criterion, are most pons “Tor 
in spite of the general commercial de- 
pression. 

Chas. A. Osmun, of 13 Seventh avenue, 
New York City, will send to any of the 
readers of this journal free of charge a 
specimen of his excellent emulsion of cod 
liver oil and creasote. Prof. Sommerbrodt 
and many other high authorities have 
testified to the efficacy of this combination 
in tuberculosis. 


The December price list of Evans & 
Sons, Limited, of Montreal and Toronto, is 
just to hand, and we would advise any of our 
readers who would like to see a neat, well 
arranged and useful list to write them for 
a copy, mentioning this journal. 


NEW YORK PRICES. 


W. H. Raser. drug broker, of 32 Platt 
street, New York City, in his trade cir- 
cular dated December 27, comments on 
the market as follows; The usual holiday 
dullness is upon trade, and there is little 
of interest to chronicle. 

Quinine has been in moderate demand 
at the recently advanced prices. The 
agents of foreign brands are holding 
firmly at 22%c. for bulkin 100 oz. tins, but 
outside lots can be had at 2c. @ 22c. as 
to brand, quantity, andterms. A further 
advance early in the new year is rather 
expected. 

Opium is quiet but firm. Cases are 
quoted generally at $2.20, but $2 1714 will 
buy, though it is easier to secure single 
cases than round lots. Sales have been 
made in a moderate way for Jan.—Feb. 
delivery at $2.15, the usual advance on 
case figures for broken parcels. Pure 
powdered opium at $2.95 @ $3. 

Glycerin is lower. Arsenic, white 
powdered, is firmer due to small spot sup- 
plies ; it is, however, quoted lower to ar- 
rive 

Acid, oxalic, tending higher ; limited 
orders can still be filled at 63¢c., though 
6% @ 6% is generally quoted. Acid, 
citric, single kegs obtainable at 44c. f. 0. b., 
bbls. at48%c. Acid, tartaric, crystals and 
powdered, 22 @ 2214c. f.0.b Cream tartar, 
crystals and powdered, at 18 @ 18%c. 
f. 0. b. Chloride lime in good supply and 
offering at $1.90 exdock. Balsam, 
copaiba, firm at recent advance with a 
higher tendency. 

Balsam fir, Canada, scarce, and holders 
now asking $3 75 in bbls. Oregon balsam 
fir is tending higher also. Chlorate 
potash is reported higher for next year’s 
deliveries, but as spot it is still to be had 
at 144% @14%c. for crystals, and 1414c. for 
powdered. 

Mexican sarsaparilla stocks continue 
light and firmly held at 104% @ llc. 
Honduras sarsaparilla unchanged. Ipe- 
cac root firm at $1.30 @ $1.35 for prime 
grades and $1.25 for inferior quality. 
American saffron, prime,in bales in at 38c., 
in bbls, 39c., and less quantity 40c. Cori- 
ander seed firm at 544 @ 6c. as to quality 





andquantity. Senega root is offering in the 
West in lots at 364c..here 40c. and upward 
is asked. Serpentaria scarce and nomi- 
nally 30 @ 82c. 

Cascara sagrada prime, old, at 6c. and 
53%c. for new. Foenugreek seed scarce 
and held at 2% @ 23{c. Smyrna canary 
seed firm at 2l44c. Sicily seed unchanged. 
Hemp seed unchanged. Flaxseed higher. 
California mustard is steady. Caraway, 
Dutch, good demand at 6% @ 6e. 
German quince seed tending higher. 

Menthol very scarce and $5 @ $5.50 and 
upward now asked. Caffeine advancing. 
Oils lemon, cubeb, wintergreen and 
sassafras lower. Peppermint higher. 
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Review of the Wholesale Market. 


NEw York, January 3, 1893. 


Lt should be understood that the prices quoted in 
this report are strictly those current in the whele- 
sale market, ard that higher prices are paid for re- 
tail lots. The quality of goods freguently necessi- 
tates a wide range of prices. 


The week under review has been of 
course much broken up by the holidays 
and owing largely to this cause the trans- 
actions have been limited both as to their 
volume and their bearing upon the general 
market conditions. A generally steady 
market is to be reported, however, though 
there are afew changes which have been 
made public on the first of the month,among 
which are a slight rise in opium and lump 
salammoniacand adeclinein wood alcohol, 
quicksilver and chicle. 


ALOoIN has been reduced by the New 

op Quinine & Chemical Company to 
1.10. 

ALCOHOL, wood, has been reduced by 
the manufacturers to goc. for 95% alcohol 
and 5c. for 97%. Grain alcohol is stated 
at unchanged prices. 

Ba.sAMs.—Nothing of interest has trans- 
pired in copaiba. Canada fir is held very 
stiffly at $3.75, though there is no very 
brisk demand. 

BarRkKs.—Soap is cabled strong at consid- 
erable advances in London, but the market 
here has been sustained at a price rather 
higher than the London quotations would 
warrant, consequently no change was 
caused by the London advance. 

BEANS.— Vanilla are very quiet but hold- 
ers and dealers alike seem to be confident 
in the future of the Mexican beans. 

CacAo Butter has sold at 33%c. for for- 
eign; the London auction sales on Tuesday 
went off at the equivalent of 313c. laid 
down here. 

CaFFEIN has advanced to $2.30 at an in- 
side figure, though the general quotation 
is $2.40 @ $2.50 and holders are very firm 
in their views. 

CASTOR FIBER continues to be very scarce 
for prime quality. $28is asked by some 
holders. 

Cassia Bups job at 18%c. Sale of a 
round lot is reported on private terms. 

COLLOCYNTH APPLES are reported in 
very short supply in the European centers. 
Our own market is quiet. 

DAMIANA LEAVES are quoted 12 @ I5c. 
spot, gc. to arrive. No business reported. 

ErGot, Spanish, has been cabled at the 
equivalent of 24c. laid down, though the 
price on the spot is 28 @ 30c. Prime Ger- 
man reported as sold at 29%c. 

MENTHOL is still very firm and in short 
supply at $5.50, $6 being the market quo- 
tation, though no business has been re- 
ported during the week outside of very 
small jobbing lots, 
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Opium.—The continued strong cable 
from London and Smyrna seem to have at 
last convinced American dealers that the 
advance is due to natural causes and notto 
speculative deals. This is shown by the 
queer disposition to purchase and a will- 
ingness toeven pay an advance upon the 
figure quoted last week. At the close $2.25 
was the quotation for original packages, 
while for broken lots $2.25 @ $2.30 was 
asked. Powdered offers at $2.95 @ $3 10 

QUININE.—A fair jobbing business is re- 
ported, and this has picked up. of course, 
somewhat in the last two days since the 
turn of the year. These orders are filicd 
at 22 @ 22%c. for foreign and large bulk, 
and 25c. for domestic from manufacture 
agents. There are some outside lots which 
can be had at %c. under these figures, but 
second hands are not displaying any dispo- 
sition to push sales, as they express much 
confidence in the future of the alkaloid. 

SAFFRON, American, has been concentrated 
into the hands of comparatively few hold- 
ers, and stocks have been quoted light, 
and prices have been advanced to 40 @ 
eo Spanish is reported rather weak and 

ull. 


DYESTUFFS. 


CuTcu is selling in a limited way only 
and is quoted at 4% @ sc. for SM. 

GAMBIER is very quiet, though the market 
shows no sign of weakening, the holder 
being unwilling to urge sales by means of 
any concession. The statistical position is 
regarded by holders as indicative of a 
probable higher range of prices in the near 
future. The quotations now are $3.90 @ 
$3.95 ex-vessel and $4 @ $4.50 ex-store. 
Cube gambier is in rather better demand 
and the market shows more bouyancy. 
Sales are reported of several hundred bags 
at66%/c. The stocks on hand are firmly 
held. 

INDIGO, Madder, and other staples attract 
no special attention. 

SumaAc.—The stocks which have come to 
hand on the Italia have relieved the situa- 
tion as regards supplies on the spot, and 
the price has declined to $75 @ $77.50. 


CHEMICALS. 


Acips.—Oxalic continues firm at the ad- 
vance chronicled last week, 63% @ 7c. 
Tartaric attracts but little attention and 
jobs in a limited way only, at unchanged 
prices. 

ALvM sells in a moderate way at $1 75 
for lump and $1.80 for ground. 

ARSENIC, white, is scarce and firm at 3% 
@ 3%c. as to quality and quantity. 

CHLORATE OF POTASH sells in small lots 
at14%c. for German and 143%c. for English, 
though no large contracts are reported. 

BLUE VITRIOL holds up firmly at 34% @ 
3%c. though the quality of that offered 
at the inside figure is called in question by 
some dealers. 

NITRATE OF SODA is very dull but holds 
its own in price at $1.80 in round lots. 

QUICKSILVER ‘has attracted considerable 
attention during the week. The market 
on the Pacific slope has gone to pieces 
owing to the destruction of the combination 
which has heretofore controlled the Amer- 
ican outlook. In the cutting which follow- 
ed the breaking up of the combination a 
decline of $5 took place, and where the 
price was $37.50 @ $38 in this market it 
has gone down to $32.50 @ $33. The 
jebbing quotation is 45 @ 46c. per |b. and 
the market is somewhat steadier than it 
was just after the break. Mercurials have 
not been changed in price, manufacturers 
apparently expecting some rehabilitation 
of the market of the parent metal. 

Tin CrystTA.s has declined from 13% @ 
14c. 


‘ there is slightly easier feeling. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


The entire line of essential oils is quict 
and the most parts steady. But little de- 
mand ts reported outside of the few small 
jobbing orders and prices are unchanged. 

PEPPERMINT.—Nochange is reported in the 
position of this article unless it be that 
The hold- 
ing off the buyers’ tendencies has some- 
what weakened the market, and where $3 
was the inside figure last week, $2.95 or 
even $2.99, might now be accepted forsmall 
parcels of HGH. Wayre Co. bulkis quot- 
ed $2.60 @ $2.65, and Westera $2.45 @ 
$2.50. Should any active demand spring 
up the price would probably advance. 


GUMS. 


The mucilaginous gums generally are 
dull and prices, though they have not been 
changed in the quotations, would very 
likely be shaded on firm offers. 

CuIcLE —Some 50,000 lbs. of chicle has 
changed hands during the week, and at the 
close the market is quiet at 29 @ 3oc. 

SHELLAC is dull and rather depressed, 
though the nominal quotations remain 
unchanged. 

ROOTS. 


GOLDEN SEAL has sold in the interval) to 
the extent of about 4,000 lbs. on private 
terms. Quotations are unchanged to 22% 
@ 23c. firm on the spot. 

Ipecac is jobbing in a small way at 
$1.25 @ $1.35 as to quality. 

JaLap is dull but holders are firm in 
their quotations at 25 @ 28c. 

JAMAICA GINGER, unbleached, is quiet but 
firm at 14 @ 17c., and stocks are reported 
to be rather light. 

SARSAPARILLA, Mexican, has sold at 10% 
@tic. During the week the Yumuricame 
to hand with 21 bales said to be in transit 
for Europe. 

SENEGA is dull, quoted nominally at 39 
@ 4oc., but nosales of any account re- 
ported. 

TEXAS SNAKE Root is in very light sup- 
ply on the spot and quoted 28 @ 30c., the 
latter figure being the most general quota- 
tion. 


SEEDS. 


CANARY is quiet though somewhat 
firmer, with jobbing sales of Smyrnaat 25 
@23{c. Celery is quoted at 16 @ I7c. with 
very litle business reported. Caraway, 
Dutch, offers at 6% @6%%c. and is some- 
what easier. 

Hemp, Russian, is somewhat 
offering at 2%c. in round lots. 

Poppy, German, is in good supply at 6c. 


lower, 
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Western Winnowings. 


Burglars visited the village of George- 
town, Ill., recently and entered the drug 
store of Gibson & Sharer. 

Gregg & Grace’s drug store, Cairo, Il, 
was unroofed by a heavy storm which 
passed over Southern Illinois recently. 


The drug store on South street, Burling- 
ton, Ia., belonging to Dr. Forney, was 
burglarized recently of $30 worth of drugs, 
etc. 

For several nights past the drug stores 
of Sherman, Texas, have been systematic- 
ally robbed ; as nothing but morphine has 
been stolen, it is supposed to be the work 
of a morphine fiend. 

The diug store of the late John G. 
Dirksen, Pekin, Ill., has been sold to 
Jacob Saal and Emil Ketterer, the pur- 
chase price being $2,200. Mr. Ketterer, 
who is an experienced druggist, will con- 
duct the business, 





Druggists’ Exchange. 


Suitable notices of moderate length under 
this headiug inserted one time free; 
for each additiorai insertion Fift 
Cents. Write distinctly, on one side 
of er only, and do not use postal 

cards. 








POSITIONS VACANT. 





PuysiciAN wanted who has done retail work 
among —— for manufacturing chemists or 
wholesale drug houses, to take similar position with 
an importing drug house. Also physician to occup 
p sition in office to attend to correspondence with 
physicians ; state experience, reference, etc. Lock 
Box 2178. New York City.—2. 





Wantep.—Novelties and specialties of any kind 
that can be sold by druggists. We have men travel- 
ing in Southern and Southwestern States all the 
time and we buy anything we can sell; this is a 
good opportunity to introduce your goods. Send 
price lists and full particulars to “Snap,” care 
AMERICAN Drucaist, 37 College place, New York.—2, 


POSITIONS WANTED. 





Revier CLerK.—Young man desires position as re- 
lief clerk, registered, German and English, for Sat- 
urday, Sunday or Monday; highest testimonials. 
Address **Physostigma,”’ care this office. 


Druc CLerx, New York State licentiate, twenty 
years’ experience city and country ; temperate, com- 

etent, good business qualifications and good hab- 
its, desires permanent position ; low salary ; countr 

referred. Address, for ten days, ‘* Pharmacist,’ 
ex 507, Bath, Steuben Co., N. Y.—26. 

Siruation Wantep by a graduate of Ontario 
College of Pharmacy and Bachelgr of Pharmacy ; 
wholesale and retail experience ; best of references, 
Address W. Turner, Chatham, Ontario. 








Siruation WanTED as drug clerk by a young man 
23 years of age, with four years’ experience, and 
junior graduate of the Ontario College of Pharmacy; 
best physicians’ and other references; apply to O. O. 
Hammill, Sheffield, Ont., Canada. 

Junior DruGc Crierx.—A graduate N. Y. C. 
P., 18 months’ experience, wishes a situation ; will 
sleep in store; wages moderate; best reference. 
Address Lester Carde, 374 rath street, Brooklyn. 











BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES. 





WantTED money to heip establish a pharmacy ; have 
a little cash ; 10 years’ experience ; good record ; age 
25; German American, and will hustle; would buy 
on easy terms. Address Charles Wilhelm, 135 
Chenango street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

For SaLte.—In Central New York, the leading drug 
store in a live, growing town of 4,o0o inhabitants ; 
large country trade; no cutting of prices; only two 
drug stores in town ; located on central corner ; good 
reasons given for retiring. Address ‘ Eugene,” at 

is office. 

For SaLe.—Old established drug store, in Pennirg- 
ton, N. J.; live stand; no other drug store nearer 
than tive miles; stock, drugs and stationery ; semi- 
nary town; opportunity for a cash buyer; owner 
studying medicine. seo. W. Scarborough, Jr., 
Pennington, N.J.—2. 








Druc Store Wantep.—Brooklyn: $3,000 to 
$4,000 cash; won’t paya fancy price ; quote your 
lowest figure. ‘Cash Buyer,” 37 College place, New 
York. 





Druc Store For Sate.—One of the nicest and best 
equipped drug stores in central Pennsylvania ; best 
location in town; between depot and post-office (one 
minute walk from either); 6,000 inhabitants,with good 
surrounding country; three other stores in town; 
store so by 18, laboratory 16 by 16; cheap rent; estab- 
lished 10 years and well advertised; several good 
paying proprietary articles; no cutting; full price 
for everything. The amount I have paid for goods 
bought from Jan. 1to Dec 20, 1893, are as follow- 


ing: 
Shoemaker & Busch (for drugs) 
Allen (for alcohol) 
Sears. seccecceres a 
Miscellaneous (perfume, soap, 
sponges, etc.)........-+---- 76 
$4.796.02 
Will inventory over $3,000, not including $22 
National cash register, six months 1n use ; will sell 
all and good will for $3 200; good s da trade; both 
as andelectric light; fans and watermotor; reason 
or selling, am going in hotel business in same town 
and just one block from drug store, H W. Leister, 
Huntingdon, Pa.—:. 














